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Congratulations to this year’s
Freedom Fund award winners
for doing the hard work of building freedom

In their communities — each and every day.
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NAACP

Middlesex County Branch

Branch History

In 1946 the Portland/Middletown NAACP Branch was formed by a group of
concerned African Americans from both towns. Mr. Roosevelt Steele, a Portland
resident, became the first president. The Branch thrived for several years taking a
stand for the rights of African Americans during the early days of the civil rights
movement. Early presidents were Mr. Charles Ghent, Mr. Roosevelt Steele, Sr., Rev.
William Davage, and Captain Edward Jackson.

It was years later, when Captain Edward B. Jackson, retired member of the
Middletown Police Force and Mrs. Reba Moses, a community activist, met with Mr.
Willie Walton to talk about forming a branch of the NAACP in Middletown. After
meetings with Mr. Benjamin Andrews, President of the CT State Conference of
NAACP Branches and nearly 100 community members, the branch was re-
established. Mr. Willie Walton became the first president, serving three years. In its
earlier days, the branch published a “Watchdog” weekly paper. James “Cup”
Moody served as its’ first editor. The branch was responsible for the establishment of
the Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration and formation of the Martin
Luther King, Jr., Committee of Greater Middletown, Inc. The Committee eventually
became a separate 501(c)3 entity.

One of the branch’s earliest issues, uniting the city residents, stemmed from the death
of a homeless man who froze to death. Both Black and white citizens came together
and marched in protest over the lack of housing. The group demonstrated for three
days. In the end, the Eddy Shelter and other shelters were opened in Middlesex
County, and they remain to this day.

The work of the Branch, encompassing 16 towns county-wide, continues to be
rooted in racial equity, civic engagement, and supportive policies and institutions for
all marginalized people. We advocate and serve as a resource for women and
children during difficult times, stand for students’ right to equitable education
experiences, and seek solutions to health disparities that plague our community.

The following individuals have served as President of the Middlesex County Branch
since its e-establishment: Willie Walton, James Moore, Roland Cockfield, Debra
Hopkins, David Roane, Timothy Franklin, Roxanne Aaron-Selph, Rosa Browne,
and Faith Jackson, with Ms. Jackson serving multiple nonconsecutive terms), and
Anita Ford Saunders, APR, currently president for the 2023 — 2025 term.



NAACP

Middlesex County Branch
September 19, 2024 -

On behalf of the Freedom Fund Team, Executive Committee, and
members of the Middlesex County Branch of the NAACP, I
welcome you to the 78 Annual Freedom Fund Awards &
Membership Dinner.

Three months ago, thousands gathered for the 115% National

NAACP Convention in sweltering hot Las Vegas. We received clear direction from our national
leadership, that we must be “All In” to save the soul of our nation. Chairman Leon W. Russell
reminded us, “Elections have consequences. Elections matter.”

The NAACP is nonpartisan. Yet in the words of NAACP National President and CEO, Derrick

!’)

Johnson, “We are nonpartisan, but political as hell

Traditionally and especially this year, our focus is on national elections. Pay more attention to
what happens right outside your back door.

Get involved. Attend local commission meetings or lobby to sit on one. There are commissions
that have unlimited power to change the make-up of a neighborhood or prevent your children
from educational opportunities available to other students. Make sure you know the actions of
your legislators before you give them your vote. Run away from the ones that are only there for
the “photo op.” And don’t be afraid to cross party lines when what you are hearing does not
“jive “with how you, your family, and this community should thrive. Where we stand isn’t as
important as standing in our truths.

In author Eddie S. Glaude, Jt.’s book, We Are the eaders We Have Been 1.ooking For, I believe he
gives context to “now’ and our aspirations once we are able to exhale after this election cycle.

“Democracy, in the end, is much more than a body of laws and procedures; it entails the
kind of persons we are to be in community with others.”

Social justice does not take a vacation. The people we honor tonight have demonstrated that,
most times without even thinking. That’s how it should be. They have used their imaginations to
envision a righteous community where diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging is not just a
catch phrase. It is the aspiration of “now.”

We are the leaders we have been looking for. It’s time to live up to that challenge.
Sincerely,

/fﬁgg Hll Lriuneti

Anita Ford Saunders, President
Middlesex County NAACP



Lift Every Voice and Sing

James Weldon Johnson

Lift every voice and sing,

Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the list'ning skies,

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,

Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chast'ning rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat,
Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered.
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,
Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;
Thou who hast by Thy might,
Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,

May we forever stand,

True to our God,

True to our native land.



NAACP

Derrick Johnson

President and
Chief Executive Officer

September 19, 2024

Greetings:

With great pleasure, I congratulate you all and offer my sincerest
appreciation to the NAACP Middlesex County Branch on your 78"
Annual Freedom Fund Awards and Membership Dinner. Serving at the
helm of the nation’s leading civil rights organization is the highlight of
my career. At this pivotal moment in history, it is my continued privilege
to stand alongside every branch and state conference as we unite in our
mission for meaningful and equitable change across this country.

We are dedicated to eliminating racial hatred and racial discrimination. And though we face renewed challenges
from adversaries at the state, federal, and judicial levels; the NAACP remains All In on our commitment to Black
equity, refusing to be marginalized in a country we helped to build. Our story matters, and you—our leaders,
volunteers, and members—are its champions. You are the cornerstone of our work, and because of you, we have
the momentum necessary to carry us forward into a brighter future.

Our vision for the United States includes building a more inclusive economy, reinforcing equity in education,
advancing voting rights, making accessible and affordable healthcare a reality, and ending environmental and
climate injustices. We are leading the nation’s most extensive data-driven Black civic engagement initiative, and
you are the key players, extending our reach into communities nationwide. Our resolve has never been stronger.

Our legal and policy teams are advancing voting rights and justice in places like South Carolina, and Mississippi,
and this is just the beginning. We will persist until student debt relief is achieved and ensure high voter turnout in
November to build a representative body that aligns with our priorities and not those from Project 2025.

We are shifting from a posture of reaction to one that allows us to go boldly forward. We are not just surviving,
we are leveraging our rich culture to reach new heights as a community. We possess everything necessary to
achieve our goals and the power to effect the changes we seek, and we are harnessing that power. We will remain
committed and energized in our mission to build a more perfect union, regardless of obstacles along the way.

We will fight for policies that will advance, not undermine our progress. We will fight for our community,
standing as a united front as we head to the ballot box to defeat fascism, defend democracy, and determine our
futures. We will fight to demand the change we need in order to achieve the equity we deserve.

Let us remain All In on making the dreams of our ancestors a reality. Thank you.

Peace and Power,

i) A

Derrick,/J ohnson

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
4805 Mt Hope Drive + Baltimore MD 21215-3297 + 410.580.5777 « 877.622.2798 - naacp.org
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Leon W. Russell

Chairman
National Board of Directors

September 19, 2024

NAACP MIDDLESEX COUNTY BRANCH
Greetings:

Congratulations to the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP) Middlesex County Branch as you
come together for your 78" Annual Freedom Fund Awards and
Membership Dinner. Thank you for your commitment as members
and leaders of this nation’s premier civil rights and social justice
advocacy organization.

Our NAACP 115th National Convention was aptly themed, “ALL IN,” because it is the requirement to
ensure the very survival of this nation as it was founded. We are charged with taking this message into
our communities and making it clear: elections are about choices; elections have consequences; and
elections count toward a more perfect, diverse, and inclusive union. Every promise of this nation is on the
ballot, and it is imperative that in every election, every eligible voter casts an unfettered ballot for a more
just future.

I sincerely appreciate the many unsung heroes of this Association — some leading and working in the
remotest of communities to advocate for our rights. We must never disengage in this battle that is for the
soul of our nation. Our participation is critical not just in presidential elections but in all elections,
understanding that the threat comes at the state and local levels. State legislatures, school boards, city
councils, and county commissions must be a focal point. We must look at judicial races and understand
that the people we put into positions where public policy is made and implemented require our attention
and scrutiny. The Supreme Court requires our scrutiny. To honor our predecessors, many of whom made
the ultimate sacrifice to protect our history and secure our rights, we must continue the work of the
NAACP, which includes showing up for every election.

If we are ALL IN, we can defeat hate and bigotry and ensure equal opportunity and social justice for our
nation’s total health and wellbeing. If we are ALL IN, we can ensure diversity, equity, and inclusion are
the hallmarks of an economy that works for all humankind. If we are ALL IN, we will champion the truth
that we were indeed all created as equals endowed with certain inalienable rights to life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. If we are ALL IN, the soul of our nation will prevail. Thank you NAACP members,
leaders, and friends for continuing the daily work, casting your ballot, and taking ownership of what it
means to be ALL IN.

Yours in the struggle,

Gy Lo M

eon W. Russell

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
4805 Mt Hope Drive « Baltimore MD 21215-3297 « 410.580.5777 « 877.622.2798 - naacp.org



NAACP

Connecticut
STATE CONFERENCE

Scot X. Esdaile September 19, 2024
State President
NAACP National Board Member

Dear Members and Friends,

On behalf of the Connecticut State Conference of NAACP Branches, I am thrilled to welcome you to the
annual Freedom Fund Dinner. As we approach the upcoming presidential election, it is crucial to
emphasize the importance of civic engagement and voting. This election is pivotal for the NAACP and
the communities we serve across the state of Connecticut. The theme for this year, "We Are All In",
highlights the unity and determination needed to create positive change in our society.

The Middlesex County exemplifies our organization's mission and vision by actively challenging the
inequalities facing African Americans nationwide, advocating for equal access to healthcare, reforming
the criminal justice system, and promoting quality education for all.

I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to all the honorees for their exceptional contributions.
Your dedication to advancing equality and justice is truly commendable. As we celebrate the theme of
being "All In", I applaud each of you for your tireless efforts in creating thriving communities where
everyone has the opportunity to succeed.

Special recognition goes to President Anita Ford Saunders, the Freedom Fund Committee, the executive
committee members, Sponsors and all the dedicated individuals who support the NAACP's mission.
Remember, as Coretta Scott King wisely stated, "Struggle is a never-ending process. Freedom is never
really won, you earn it and win it in every generation."

Let us stand united in the ongoing struggle for equality and justice. Together, we can make a difference
and ensure that every voice is heard. It is imperative that we all get out to vote and make our voices count
in the upcoming election.

Sincerely Yours in the Struggle,

Sincerely,

Vo2
A H

Scot X. Esdaile, President
CT NAACP State Conference

NAACP National Board Member



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
City of Middletown

CONNECTICUT 06457

Benjamin D. Florsheim
MAYOR

Dear Friends:

On behalf of the City of Middletown, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the 78th Annual Middlesex
County NAACP Freedom Fund Award Dinner. Your presence and support this evening represents your
commitment to our shared mission -- a commitment embodied in action, not just words. Thank you for being
here, and for all you do to help us build a just, healthy, and empowered community.

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People was chartered on February 12, 1909, the
centennial of Abraham Lincoln’s birth, by a group that included a Black woman, Ida B. Wells, who was born
into slavery, and a Black man, W.E.B. Du Bois, who was born into a relatively tolerant community where his
family had owned their land for generations. It included as well a German-educated Romanian Jew, Henry
Moskowitz, who immigrated to the United States as a child, and a Harvard-educated lawyer, Moorfield Storey,
whose Puritan ancestors had been among the first Europeans to settle in New England. And it also included
Mary White Ovington, the daughter of Brooklyn Unitarians and granddaughter of Connecticut abolitionists
who met Wells and Du Bois after hearing a speech by Frederick Douglass and joining the fight for civil rights,
and Lillian Wald, born into a wealthy family in Cincinnati, the daughter and niece of doctors and researchers
who would go on to become the founder of community nursing,

The Association’s founding members included other names as well, and other stories. The common thread is a
recognition of the principle behind this year’s Freedom Fund Dinner theme: We’re All In. It was a recognition
that the mission of advancing civil rights for people of color is a mission to which af/ people are called to
serve, not just those whose rights have been wrongfully abrogated. It is a mission in which @/ people have a
stake. And it is a mission which cannot be complete until all people are truly free. The founders’ goal to
achieve “the Advancement of Colored People™ has never implied the regression of other people -- just as
“Black Lives Matter” has never meant that “all lives™ do not. The fight for civil rights is not a fight between
one group of humans and another group; it is the fight for humanity itself.

All of us must be all in for this fight. I am proud to be a member, ally, and friend of the Middlesex County
NAACP, and as we continue the unfinished work of building a beloved community that serves all residents in
our city, [ am proud to say that Middletown is ALL IN!

With congratulations to tonight’s honorees, and best wishes for a wonderful evening,

Sincer

Benfamin D. Florsheim
Mayor

Municipal Building: 245 deKoven Drive, Middletown, CT 06457
TEL: (860) 638-4801 FAX: (860) 638-1901 Email: mayor@middletownct.gov



Keith Kountz

ANCHOR - WTNH News 8
il Keith Kountz has been a fixture at
News 8 for more than two decades.
He currently anchors “Good
Morning Connecticut” and the noon
news.

Keith is a recipient of the National
Academy of Television Arts and
Sciences ‘Silver Circle’ award for
2010. Silver Circle members are

A

honored for making an enduring contribution to the vitality of the

television industry for more than 25 years.

Keith began his career at WTNH as a general assignment reporter in
1987. He has served as morning and weekend anchor during his tenure
at News Channel 8. He left WTNH in 1998 to work as an anchor in
Jacksonville, Florida, but returned to News 8 two years later.

Prior to coming to Connecticut, Keith worked as a reporter and anchor
at television stations in South Carolina, Georgia, and New York.

Keith and his wife Dawn are the proud parents of two daughters.
Keith has been actively involved in a number of community service
organizations in the New Haven area and has received more than 50
professional and community service awards.



NAACP

Middlesex County Branch

Program

Call to Order & Introduction of Master of Ceremonies
Anita Ford Saunders, President

Master of Ceremonies: Welcome & Recognitions
Keith Kountz, Anchor, WTNH News 8

Invocation & Black National Anthem
Rev. Barbara Roane

Zion First Baptist Church, Middletown, CT

Greetings
Mayor Benjamin Florsheim, City of Middletown

Virginia Monteiro, First Vice President
Connecticut State Conference of NAACP Branches
* ¥ % Dinner is served * * *
Presentation of Awards
Freedom Fund Committee Members
Membership and Scholarship
Acknowledgements

Closing Remarks
Anita Ford Saunders

Charge to the Membership

Benediction
Rev. Dr. Kim L. Cotten, CoPastor
Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church, Middletown, CT



Our 2024 Honorees
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Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce
Northern Middlesex YMCA

The Northern Middlesex YMCA has been a fixture in the Middletown
community for over 100 years. Whether it be serving our youth through
before & after school care or summer camps, offering teen programming
allowing them to build self-confidence and friendships, offering healthy t he
living programs, proving mental health programs, and much more, the

YMCA works to ensure that everyone, regardless of ability, age or

cultural background has the opportunity to reach their full potential with dignity.

Education Innovation
Dr. Jada Waters

Dr. Jada Waters became the Inaugural Director of Diversity, Equity,
Inclusion and Belonging in 2021. Her experience, expertise and sheer
fortitude gave energy to transformative, research-based policies with
incredible detail. Her work with staff and students provided a space for
oftentimes uncomfortable conversations that addressed implicit biases
embedded within intrapersonal and interpersonal relations and
institutional and societal structures. The policies developed user-friendly
tools that could provide a roadmap for a system to reach unprecedented success in DEIB.

Dr. Waters was instrumental in working with the Middlesex County Branch of the NAACP bringing
students to the 2023 Great Debate between Howard and Yale Universities. She was integral in the
strategic planning of the first HBCU Tour involving students in Middletown School System.

Rashida Edens, MSW

Rashida Edens, MSW is the K-12 Open Choice Liaison and Family
Engagement Specialist. Rashida has been with Cromwell for a short time
but has made a remarkable impact on the students and their families. She
is particularly committed to developing leadership skills in students, even
as early as elementary school, by providing them practical experience.

The importance of community connection is not lost on her that's why
tinding opportunities for students to engage with organizations and
citizens outside of school is critical to their growth. She is a voice and an effective advocate for her
students.

For the last three years she has served as the Cromwell DEI District Coordinator. A problem solver
who is committed to coaching several DEI Teams with a focus on success. In addition to her role
as DEI District Coordinator, she has also assumed the role as mentor to the Cromwell Open Choice
Program.



Our 2024 Honorees
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Race and Justice
Two Wrasslin’ Cats Coffee House and Café

On the outside, Two Wrasslin” Cats gives off the vibe of fun, joy,
and light...not to mention ...but when you park your car and
move in closer their spirit and mission are spelled out across the
entire facade. “We are an Anti-Racism Business.”

12 years ago, Mark Thiede opened Two Wrasslin” Cats with the
goal of serving good food and conversation. Today, the goal has
deepened to provide a safe space for those who are marginalized,
improve relations in his community, and to stand up and with people who often stand alone.

Mark, his friends and staff do not shy away from proclaiming boldly, “All are Welcome”

Environmental and Climate Justice
Middletown United Fathers

Born out of the realization that there were not enough male role models
in our community for young men, Middletown United Fathers answered a
calling and a need.

Their mission, to provide support to young men who lack mentors in
health, finance, education, and community responsibility is as relevant
today as it was when they were founded. They have stayed true to their
mission and expanded the how and why of their purpose.

Their outreach started at the grassroots level and grew to regular visits to
schools to speak to young men, college visits, even Father’s Day
fundraising events. Several years later, on the corner of Long Lane and
Long Hill Road lay two plus acres that became some of the fruit of their
labor. Justice reveals itself in many ways. These gardens are dedicated to
growing food, community, and confidence.

There is a cleansing that happens when you till the soil with the purpose of providing sustenance for
your family and your neighbors. It is a reminder that we are all in this together and we prosper with
each othet’s help.



CONGRATULATIONS
to the
Middlesex County

NAACP!

Thank You

for your continued
partnership and dedication
to the improvement of community
health and well-being.

The Smarter Choice for Care
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Congratulations
May God Continue to Bless You

McClam Funeral Home LLC

95 Dixwell Avenue, New Haven CT 06511
Phone: 203.786.4732 Fax: 203.776.0413

125 Coe Street, Middletown CT 06457
Phone: 866-788-2386 Fax: 866-788-2375
Email: mcclamfuneralhome@yahoo.com
Website: www.mcclamfuneralhome.net
Our family serving your family with dignity and respect in your time of bereavement.
We are the Funeral Home that has your family at heart with personal service and care.

24 Hour Service
In-Home Consultation

Pre-Need Consultation
Serving All Faiths




Commumgty Health Center, Inc.

Proud Sponsors of the
Middlesex County NAACP Freedom Fund

Medical * Dental * Mental Health * Pediatrics
Women’s Health ¢ Urgent Care * Telehealth ¢ And More!

www.chci.com | 860.347.6971




IDA M. MASSELLI
MIDDLESEX COUNTY NAACP
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

NAACP

Mzddlesex County Branch

2024 Award Recipients

s Ayesha Aftab, University of Hartford

¢ Mia Annino, University of New Haven

¢ Vanessa Carson, University of Connecticut

¢ Saibryal Garner, Albertus Magnus College

¢ Jason Huang, University of Connecticut

s De’Mia Rose-Daniels, Delaware State University
+¢* Shalyn Smith, Rhode Island College

+** N1a Watson, University of Hartford

Thank you to Mark Masselli, the Masselli Family, and the Ida M.
Masselli Scholarship Fund for your continued support to the
NAACP and the students who exhibit outstanding commitment
to their academic success.




- CAPITAL PREPARATORY Capital Prep Middletown congratulates the
MIDDLETOWN Middlesex County NAACP on its 78th
) CHARTER SCHOOL Annual Freedom Dinner and expresses our
deepest gratitude for your steadfast
commitment and partnership to making
Capital Prep Middletown a reality.

It has been over two years since we
started this journey of bringing another
public school option to students of
Middletown and our region.

CAPITAL PREP IS A CHOICE Educatlonal

Families choose Capital Prep because it Equlty: Unlty
offers their children — most of whom are i S Str en gth

Black and Brown, from disadvantaged

and underserved communities — the Together, we will make
opportunity to learn with peers and ... Capital Prep Middletown a reality. ‘;‘
teachers who reflect their backgrounds, ‘ = = A S
the chance to achieve success in and out T e\ y - |
of the classroom, and the means to : Nl R Y
aspire to college and beyond.

WE NEED ANSWERS

To date, a small group of the state and
local leaders who removed our funding
have not answered the question WHY?

We believe that every child has TAKE ACTION!
the right to have access to a

quality education regardless of Scan the QR code to let your
where they live. The community P elected officials know you want
has spoken: we want Capital Capital Prep Middletown funded

e in our State’s biennial budget.
Prep funded in Middletown! They have asked to hear from you!

Follow along and share our story. Your voice has the power to inspire others to join our cause.

@capitalprepmiddletown X @cprepmiddletown n Capital Prep Middletown



EFssex Savings Bank
1s pleased to support the
Middlesex County NAACP Branch
and the
78th Annual Freedom Fund

Award Recipients!

ESSEX SAVINGS BANK

Service & Trust  Since 1851

Essex, 35 Plains Road, 860-767-2573 ¢ Essex, 9 Main Street, 860-767-8238
Chester, 203 Middlesex Avenue, 860-526-0000 ¢ Madison, 99 Durham Road, 203-318-8611
OId Saybrook, 155 Main Street, 860-388-3543 ¢ Old Lyme, 101 Halls Road, 860-434-1646

Toll-Free: 877-377-3922 * www.essexsavings.com

Member FDIC @Equal Housing Lender




Special Thanks To Uncle Bob’s Florist & Garden Center for

Your In-Kind Donation

CI-E BOB’\ i Call For Hours \

FLORIST &

GARDEN CENTER About Bob's [l Garden Center Contact

Landscaping & Gardening in CT EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR A BEAUTIFUL LAWN & GARDEN

ABOUT BOB'S

Uncle Bob's Garden Center in Middlefield, CT, is a family-owned and -operated business that has provided professional
landscaping and gardening services since 1990. We proudly serve customers in and around Middlesex and New Haven counties.

Our Garden Center, open 7 days a week, offers an extensive selection of landscaping and gardening supplies as well as floral
arrangements and unique gifts. You'll also find trees and shrubs as well as bulk stone, mulch, sand, gravel, and topsoil. We offer

local delivery of bulk materials-ask us about delivery area details.

Our professional landscaping team has more than 50 years of combined experience ready to bring to your next project to life.
We can help with every aspect of your landscaping or gardening project, from planning and design, through installation,
irrigation, and maintenance.

Additional services include design and installation of walkways, patios, pool surrounds, waterscapes, and retaining walls.




Middlesex
ezt C o U N TY
Chamber

of COMMERCE

The Middlesex Chamber
congratulates the Middlesex County
branch of the NAACP on their 78th
Annual Freedom Fund Awards &
Membership Dinner!

)}
the 4
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MIDDLESEX YMCA

We are proud to present the
Middlesex County Chamber of
Commerce Business Award to the
Middlesex YMCA!

www.middlesexchamber.com




CEUI

Connecticut Employees
Union Independent
SEIU Local 511

Representing over 5,000
Connecticut state workers

President
Carl Chisem

Vice President
Michael Ercoli

Secretary/Treasurer
Leslie Maddocks

Trustees
Les Archer, Gregory Graham, Tina Griffith, Karen Martin, Mark Negralle

Service Employees International Union, AFL-CIO
Connecticut Labor Council

(860) 344-0311 P.O. Box 1268, Middletown, CT 06457




CONNECTICUT LIGHTING CENTERS

Shop the the Northeast’s Iargest selectlon of

- Lighting

Ceiling Fans
Decorative Hardware
Window Shades
Mirrors 4imp
Home Actents
..and SO MUCH MORE!

QULE)H!%EL CENTERS

—— since1972 ——

www.CTLighting.com
202 BEST SHOWROOl\f/{ {
over 10,000 sq. 1t.

Showrooms in Hartford & Southington

HARTFORD 860-249-7631 SOUTHINGTON 860-621-7585
312 MURPHY RD (I-91¢EXIT 27) 50 GRAHAM PLACE (I-84¢EXIT 32)

HOBI

AWARD WINNER

HOME BUILDING INDUSTRY AWARDS
oooooooooooooooo

HOURS: M-F 8-6, Sat 9-5, Sun closed

Locally family owned & operated since 1972 — now in 3rd generation.




BANK with a credit union
that puts YOU first.

BRANCH LOCATIONS:

Avon - Bloomfield - Cromwell - East Hartford - Enfield - Glastonbury
Manchester - Newington - North Haven - Plainville - Southington
South Windsor - Vernon - West Hartford

AmericanEagle.org

AmericanEagle

sweme  Federally insured by NCUA. Financial Credit Union



VOTER REGISTRATION WORKSHOP

Tuesday October 1st -3pm-7pm

City of Middletown-Council Chamber

Open to the public
Workshop will be in English and Spanish

GET OUT THEVOTE.

YOUR VOTE IS YOUR SUPERPOWER USE IT WELL

WORKSHOP CHECKLIST

1. Register to Vote
2. Simulated Practice Voting
3. Have your questions answered
4. Early Voting
5. Absentee Ballot Voting and More!

Hear and meet Local Leaders

Even just one vote has the power to change the future.
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voterregistratidn.ct.gov




Pre-Plan & P

Because someday doesn't
have a date on the calendar.

Your pre-planning offers

a peace of mind. Family can focus on
Remembering, Reminicing & Healling

Let Howard K. Hill Funeral Services help you
with pre-planning for you or your loved one.

A discussion about pre-funeral planning
can be a very helpful experience for you and
the ones you love. It allows you to share
feelings about various aspects of your
funeral service and informs family
members of your personal preferences in a
relaxed, unhurried way. Howard K. Hill
Funeral Services has a  Certified
Pre-planning Consultant on staff to guide
you through the pre-planning process.

During a pre-arrangement consultation
one can expect to receive information
regarding funeral trusts, insurance
products, Social Security benefits and
many other relevant topics. But, more
importantly you receive counseling. Call us
to find out more about our unparalleled
level of service in helping you or your
loved one in making one of the most
significant decisions of your lives, today.

HOWARD K. HILL FUNERAL SERVICES
1287 Chapel St,
New Haven, CT 06511
PHONE: (203) 624-4477

HOWARD K. HILL FUNERAL SERVICES
(Formerly Clark Bell & Bell Funeral Home)
319 Barbour St
Hartford, CT 06120
PHONE: (860) 247-8793

HOWARD K. HILL FUNERAL SERVICES
(Formerly Henry L. Fuqua Funeral Service)
94 Granby St,

Bloomfield, CT 06002
PHONE: (860) 769-6841

BOA ME NA ME MMOA WO
“Help me and let me help you”

www.hkhfuneralservices.com
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Middlesex United Way

Congratulates the Honorees

Thank you for your commitment to the community!

UNITED in PURPOSE

"BROTHERS
ASSISTING
¢ BROTHERS , a1

"'(‘ Congratulates the J )f-
] N C Middlesex County CT NAACP v’

; - on its 78th Annual s }
- \ % (" Freedom Fund Awards Event " )
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A ROUND OF APPLAUSE FOR THE
MIDDLESEX COUNTY NAACP.

Thank You for your leadership
and your commitment to building a
. better and stronger community

& ” for all. P

= <> <@ o

COMMUNITY ROOTS IN THE COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION FUNDS FOR TODAY

f Middlesex Co !
Chandai THE PROMISE OF TOMORROW

Philanthropy

MiddlesexCountyCF.org Info@MiddlesexCountyCF.org
860-347-0025 49 Main Street, Middletown, CT 06457

We’re proud to be a partner with the Middlesex County NAACP'
Join us this hollday season for /- '

CHRISTMAS
STORY i

NOV 1-DEC 29

The Goodspeed, East Haddam
860.873.8668 ».goodspeed.org




HAPIRO

LAW OFFICESuic _ ,
Shapiro Law Offices, LLC has been

proud to serve Connecticut businesses and
families since 1975 in a wide range of practice areas including:

Residential and Commercial Real Estate | Divorce Mediation

Housing | Wills & Estate Planning | Probate Matters

We salute the Middlesex County NAACP
for its power to initiate change -
for a more just and equitable community.

32 Washington St, Middletown, CT 06457 Sarah H. Shapiro
ph. 860.347.3325 | fax. 860.347.3874 Deborah D. Shapiro
http://www.shapirolawofficesct.com

TO OUR MEMBERS...

PROTECT OUR
2025

Project 2025 threatens to
reverse decades of progress in civil rights, social justice,

and equity, impacting Black and marginalized communities. We
must fight, we must advocate — We Must Vote — to ensure that
vision does not become Our 2025.




i\\ Affinity

GROW

Small-Batch
CRAFT CANNABIS

As Connecticut's first micro-cultivator, Affinity Grow is proud
to bring you small-batch, craft cannabis—locally grown with passion.

LEARN MORE

=1y ,.h.El

Fi!" [\
E‘..;q‘ MADE IN PORTLAND, CT

AFFINITYGROW.COM ik 3 q
Do not use cannabis if you are under-twenty-one years of age. Keep cannabis out'of the-reach of children.

KA\, il HVACsystoms ek
boilers and hot water heaters.
DAN I E l.s E N E RGYTH D A N I E I_s Mitsubishi Electric Ductless

THE HOME COMFORT SPECIALISTS r P|‘|] pa Heat Pump & A/C Systems.
(LLC

S e OllandFropane SSlvery
10ck Road East, Old Saybrook, CT 06475 9 8':!1’ Shoreline: 860-767-1920
DANIELS ENERGY 0"- & - Middletown: 860-342-3778
PROPANE SERVICES  Eyrmemt T2 F 103 1111]

' LANN

B —— REALT

T )

|| A l\l N

REAILLY

Yvonne Bailey, Broker
0: 475-775-5427
i BT A M: 860-930-4050

; homes®@ilannrealty.com
Yvonne 860-930-4050
*Buy *Sell *Rent *Invest




Proud of our Middlesex NAACP

Join ARTFARM Artistic Director, Marcella Trowbridge, for
“Our Stories in Action" at The Wasch Center, Wyllis Ave.

3 classes: Mondays,
September 23, 30, October 7, 4:00-6:00 pm ($105)

Saturday, OCTOBER 5TH (FREE)

In these Times—

An Embodied community Grief and Healing Ritual
(in collaboration with Wesleyan University &

the Holding Hope community engaged inquiries)

Trauma Informed Practices for Educators

Sunday, October 20th, 10am-4pm

with Joanna Curry-Sartori (MS, LMFT), Dr. Julie Abrams
Faude (M.A., Ph.D.) * This program is by application
with a sliding scale of $25-$100 & has work-scholarships

www.art-farm.org info@art-farm.org

The Craftsmen Club of George W. Crawford

Lodge No. 21 F. & A. M., Inc.
Prince Hall Affiliation

We, The members of the Craftsmen Club,
wish to share the following words of appreciation,

CONGRATULATIONS and BEST WISHES! 78th ANNUAL

FREEDOM FUND AWARD DINNER
George W. Crawford Lodge No. 21 E & A. M., Inc

33 Pleasant Street
Middletown, CT 06457

Worshipful Master .... PM Richard White
(Act) Senior Warden .... HPGM Ronald Williams

Junior Warden... Bro Willis Wilson
Secretary.... PM Charles Mullins
(Act) Treasurer... PM Richard White
(Act) Tyler... Bro. Robin Watson

I%mrdnp&ﬁrmenhmses

929 Middle St
Middletown, CT 06457
mcinerneysflorist@comcast.net

860-632-0789

www.mcinerneysflowershop.com

Changetheharrative.biz

CHANGE

21 5 r

- Gollafing

Independent Life & Health
Insurance
Broker

Abundant Properties &
Investments, LLC

Residential, Commercial and Rentals

Lamont Wright

Owner

203-996-8640
abundantproperties123@gmail.com




mayor@middletownct.goy
T 860-638-4801
F 860-638-1901

BENJAMIN D. FLORSHEIM
Mayor

Municipal Building

245 deKoven Drive
Middletown, CT 06457
www.middletownct.gov

OFFICE OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY &
DIVERSITY MANAGEMENT

FAITH M. JACKSON

Director of Equal Opportunity & Diversity Management,
Affirmative Action & Fair Housing Officer & Veterans
Service Representative
245 DEKOVEN DRIVE, Room B-12

MIDDLETOWN, CT 06457
Faith.jackson@cityofmiddletowncr.gov

TELEPHONE (860) 638-4830
FAX (860) 638-1930

RDI'I‘IE’ Bitgood
(B60) 613-2355

Rodney@CROMWELLAUTOMOTIVE.COM

COMPLETE/AUTOMOTIVE /SERVICES

!7’ Bohcat ‘

263 Main ST » cromwell, CT 064816
Fax (860) 635-2271
WWW.CROMWELLAUTOMOTIVE.COM

@ PRIMERICA'

203 495 6322 Phone

203 6067272 Mobile

203 4956323 Fax
rmcclendon.e4633@primerica.com

Rowan McClendon
Senior Vice President

Primerica

3074 Whitney Ave
Bldg One 2nd FI
Hamden, CT 06518

CP

Middlesex County Branch

@)ar; (@)




NAACP

Middlesex County Branch
Connecticut

2024 Freedom Fund Committee

Michael Alleyne & Gerri Duggan, Co-Chairpersons
Melissa Askew-Hart
Rosa Browne
Lavinia Cockrell Harrell
Tasha Edens
Briajh Harrell
Barbara W. Holloman
Faith M. Jackson
Lorenzo Marshall
Anita Ford Saunders

Officers

Anita Ford Saunders, President
Grady Faulkner, First Vice President
Michael Alleyne, Treasurer
Melissa McCaw, Assistant Treasurer
Barbara W. Holloman, Secretary

Executive Committee

Colleen Cain-Alleyne, Health
Rosa Brown, At-Large
Vanessa Cockrell, Youth Works/Youth Advisor
Felicia Goodwine, Education
Briajh Harrell, Communications
Barbara W. Holloman, Women in NAACP (WIN)
Ann Percival, Membership
David Roane, Political Action

Rev. Barbara Roane, Religious Affairs
Gary Wallace, Armed Services & Veteran Affairs

General Body meetings: Third Wednesday of each month at 6:00 pm.

For more information, visit our website at www.middlesexctnaacp.org




SAVE THE DATE

YALE

THE GREAT DEBATE %

1151 BLUE HILLS AVE. BLOOMFIELD, CT.

!
B

HOWARD
UNIVERSITY

EMAIL PHONE
CTNAACPGREATDEBATE@GMAIL.COM 860.288.2234

NAACP

Connecticut
STATE CONFERENCE




Wesleyan University Office for Equity and
Inclusion provides leadership and guidance
addressing systemic inequities for members
of our on-campus community.

We are honored to be a proud sponsor of
Middlesex County’s NAACP 78th Annual
Freedom Fund Award Dinner. Congratulations
to this year’s honorees.

We proudly partner with the NAACP to build
thriving communities predicated on respect,
value, and inclusion of every member.

1
(

Wesleyan University

Office for Equity and Inclusion

wesleyan.edu/inclusion



A kinder kind of bank.

For nearly 200 years, Liberty Bank has helped to
improve the lives of our customers, teammates,
and the communities we serve.

We are delighted to partner with organizations like
The National Association for the Advancement

of Colored People that share our commitment
and help make our communities great places to
live and work. We are proud to sponsor The
NAACP Freedom Fund Dinner and help support
activism for civil rights and social justice.

#
LYBERTY
BANK
Be Community Kind.”

Member FDIC liberty-bank.com



